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““The ity of my garden,” says Maxine, 2
“Is that it§'the work of an amatéur. I learned a8
L wentilong. There's nothing here that others®
coultht do as well, and people are often inspired
' ﬁ adapriny ideas 77 their own gardens.”
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hough she was an admitted “novice as a gardener,” from

the first Maxine saw potential in the three-acre New York prop-
erty with 2 ramshackle house in need of help. And what she dared to
envision was not the usual beginner’s flower bed by the house but
garden upon garden covering the entire area, each with its own
theme and—for continuity—some flowers in common. Each
would consist of pastel plantings, yet have a moment and mood all
its own. That decided, Maxine read extensively, evolving her ideas.

Then a quick call to the New York Horticultural Society
brought landscape designer Tim Steinhoff into her life. And Tim
knew all the nuts and bolts. Not only did he map her dreams onto
the hillside but he also recommended specific tulips, lilacs, and
other flowers to extend the weeks of spring bloom. “We used
nothing fancy,” Maxine points out, “just things you could find at
any nursery—but quantities of them!”

If you don’t mind a few stairs, the gardens of Broccoli Hall
hold all sorts of romantic hideaways. The rustic railing and stairs,
right, lead downhill to a rough-hewn picnic pavilion, opposite,
one of the garden’s newest whimsies.

Above the house, a driveway winds to the crest of the hill,
where the tree house, above—a five-sided retreat built right
around a tree trunk—commands sweeping views of the Hudson
River Valley. “I call it “The Tree House of the August Moon,””
Maxine says, “because this is my favorite place to bring some
[riends and a bottle of wine to watch the sun set and the moon rise.”
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axine, shown left with Cubbins, readily admits

that many of the ideas that took root here were
borrowed from grand gardens she'd admired during her
travels in England. From Sissinghurst, for example, came the
notion of garden rooms. And the espatiered apple-tree tunnel,
top, arching beside her cottage garden, was first beheld at
Heale House in Wiltshire. A humbler source—*a mail-order
catalog™—gave her the idea of combining ‘Greenland’ and
‘Spring Green’ tulips, opposite top, near the garden shed.
But she drew from her own heart when she combined daffodils
with Virginia bluebells, opposite bottom, to cheer the early
spring view from her writing desk.

1op: Having a cottage garden near the house required

a gemal porch to view it from, so Maxine added one when
she renovated the house.

Shopping information, page 108,






